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Dear Parent and Student

We are pleased to present our Sixth Form Prospectus to you. We are convinced that the experience provided by
this school offer the very best opportunity to students following success at GCSE.

The Sixth Form at JHGS combines a very high level of expertise in Advanced level teaching with a highly supportive
and professional pastoral environment. This will, we believe, enable each student to adjust smoothly to the different
demands and challenges involved in becoming a senior member of the school; and to the very different levels of
expectation and styles of work which are required of the students if they are to realise their potential in the relatively
short time available. We also expect our students to participate fully in the life of the school either through sport,
extra-curricular activities, and the Student Voice or as members of the prefect and P.R. teams. We also require
involvement with the wider community through our community service volunteer scheme, which can lead to a CSV
honours award. There are also additional academic opportunities such as the Extended Project and Open University
qualifications.

Developments and changes in the structure in A level teaching and learning have made the past few years a
challenging time for schools but we are enthusiastic about the benefits of the changes, which have brought greater
breadth and choice as well as continuing to offer the opportunity to develop academic skills to the highest level. The
specific details of our subject programme are given elsewhere in this booklet, together with the latest exam board
specifications. Unfortunately, at the time of writing, we understand that the Government may make significant cuts
to our funding for the next academic year. Should this be the case, and we will not know the final position until well
into the new year, we may have to review some of the courses offered in the Sixth Form. This would impact on
those courses with relatively few students opting to study them. The uncertainty is most unsatisfactory for everyone
and hopefully the outcome will be positive. In the event of any changes to the curriculum on offer we would, of
course, notify students immediately and explore all other options.

We hope that the information contained here, together with that which will be available on our Open Evening on
Thursday 6th October 2011, will help you in your choice of subjects at Advanced level. If you need further
information, please do not hesitate to ask any member of staff or to contact the school.

We look forward to welcoming you to our Sixth Form in September 2012.

Yours sincerely

Stephen Nkes

Headmaster
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Applying to John Hampden Grammar School Sixth Form

Open Evening
Thursday 6th October
20M
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Thursday 23m August 2012
Applicant calls JHGS to
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/Results Day

Thursday 23rd August 2012

If results match entry criteria,
student is a member of the sixth
form

If results don’t match choices,
general criteria or subject,
students arranges interview

If the student wants to change
original choices, he must contact
the school as early as possible
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SIXTH FORM INDUCTION DAY
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courses
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John Hampden Grammar School General Information

AThe Sixth Form at John Hampden Grammar Scisool
'OUTSTANDING) i Ofsted2008

John Hampden Grammar School is a boys’ grammar school with about 1050 students on roll, of whom
approximately 300 are in the Sixth Form.

Founded in 1893 for “the pursuance of excellence in Art and Design Technology”, the School rapidly
expanded to a grammar school offering a full and wide range of subjects to the highest levels. Still retaining
a deservedly high reputation as a centre of excellence for technology and science, it has developed a much
broader base, and caters for the needs of all students whatever their talents. Technology school status was
gained in 2000. We were re-designated with technology school status again in 2006 and in addition have
also gained sports and art college status. In 2009 we achieved a third specialism in Languages. As can be
seen from this prospectus, there is a very wide range of courses available leading to A level and AS level
examinations.

APupils are committed to doing
great respect for their tedners who have very good subject
knowl edge ainGfsteg x perti seo

The expectations of staff and students are high, and the approach to study is purposeful and disciplined.
The success that students achieve follows from this atmosphere, and the table of results (p22) indicates the
high level that is reached, and we consistently achieve some of the highest value added scores for our A
level sixth form students in Buckinghamshire and nationally.

External entry to John Hampden Grammar School at Sixth Form
Level

AThere is an exceptionally dign
founded on the principles of mutual respect,-se@lfth and
responsibility f oirOfstehemsel ve:

John Hampden Grammar School has an excellent reputation as a centre for Sixth Form studies, and for this
reason many students join us from other schools at Sixth Form level each year. It has been our experience
that new students settle into the school very quickly. Within a week or two, the student body has become a
coherent unit with no distinction being drawn between those continuing into the Sixth Form and those who
have recently joined us.

Sometimes difficulties may arise in moving to advanced level study in certain subjects, if the curriculum at a
student’s former school has not been designed to lead on to the higher level. Fortunately, because of the



wealth of experience we have within the school of students joining us at this stage, staff are aware of the
problems and the work is planned and help given in such a way as to overcome the difficulties successfully.

The results such students achieve after joining the school for A level studies are good, indeed they very
often outperform the expected added value calculated from national statistics and are not significantly
different from the results achieved by students who have been at the school for all their secondary
education. Almost all our students go on to courses at university or Higher Education.

The Open Evening

The School holds its opervening onThursdayGth Octoberat 6.3 p.m.

ProspectiveSixth Formers are invited to see thel®ol, to meet both staff and students, to hear about the courses that are available
and the opportunities that the Sixth Form has to offer young men in preparationrorersityand for the wider world of work. This
is a key opportunity to ask questions and gain a taste of Sixth Form life.

The Application Process

Internal Applicants

After the open evening fill in and return the form at the back of the booklet. As you will see, you are asked
to make a choice of subjects. This is to help us plan for next year: be aware that circumstances and choices
may change.

Once these subject choices have been made, curriculum planning and staffing decisions are made based
upon them. It is expected that students will take the subjects they have chosen on this form so it is
important to ensure that you have carefully considered your selection.

If you wish to change your subject choice, you must let us know as soon as possible to check that there is
availability in the groups of the new subject. Wherever possible we will accommodate the change but
cannot guarantee that places will be available as we will have reserved places for external students whose
choices will be honoured first. It is therefore essential that careful consideration is given to A level choices
Now.

Entry into the Sixth Form for internal applicants is subject to the same conditions as for external applicants;
that is you must meet the entry requirements for your chosen subjects and the general entry requirements
for the Sixth Form. The school needs to be sure that A level study at John Hampden is the right choice for
you. You may therefore receive a letter with your results asking you to attend school for an interview. |f
this is the case, you must make an appointment immediately with a member of the Sixth Form team to
discuss the suitability of your subject choices.

If you have failed to make specific or general entry requirements, you may submit an appeal to the
Headmaster outlining your case, including any exceptional circumstances you wish us to take into account.
We would however expect to have already been made aware of these circumstances before the GCSE
exams are taken and that special consideration had been requested from examination boards. It is very rare
for students to be admitted to the Sixth Form without appropriate qualifications.



External Applicants

After the open evening we ask you to fill in and return the form at the back of the prospectus. As you will
see, you are asked to make a choice of subjects. This is to help us plan for next year and we hope, naturally,
that the information is as accurate as possible. However we are aware that circumstances may change.

If you wish to change your subject choice, you must contact the school as early as possible to check that
there is availability in the groups of the new subject. Wherever possible we will accommodate the change
but cannot guarantee that places will be made available after the staff allocation and timetable have been
written.

It is important to note that we are unable to indicate whether it is likely that we could offer you a place until
we have received predicted grades from your present school, as this is an significant part of the decision
making process. When these are received we will write to you, and your application will be held on file until
the GCSE results are published.

On the day you receive your results, if you have met our entry criteria, please contact us to arrange an
interview. It is important that you do contact us on that day as the school has become very popular as a
centre for A level study and courses rapidly become oversubscribed. Interviews will be conducted on
GCSE results day and the following day so you must be available to attend on these days.

When you contact the school we shall arrange for you to come in for an interview. This interview is very
important. We will be concerned to be sure that your choices are wise ones and that you are suited to the
school. You will also have the opportunity to ask and seek advice.

If it is agreed that A level study at John Hampden is in your best interests, you will be offered a place and
given all the relevant information on admittance. You must indicate on the day whether you intend to
accept the place or not.

As there are a limited number of places for external students and in the case of the Sixth Form being
oversubscribed, we will offer places on the basis of academic merit.

Comments from former Year 11 students

"My first impressions of the Sixth Form are good. The work set has been challenging, but also interesting.
The Sixth Form offers a very detailed outlook in subjects and where to go after school. The facilities are
excellent and this has definitely been a good boost towards work, which has been very challenging, but
interesting, and this good atmosphere does add to work quality.”

"I have found the Sixth Form very demanding in general, yet | have thoroughly enjoyed the term. | had
many viable options open to me - my choice to return to the Sixth Form is one | have not regretted.”

"The Sixth Form is very challenging and helps everyone to get the best out of everyone. The students are
very welcoming and are willing to help you whenever and wherever they can.”

"I am pleased that | chose to join John Hampden Grammar School’'s Sixth Form after some indecision in the
summer. The Sixth Form block was a major factor in my decision and it offers great facilities for work and
rest. The work has been demanding but worthwhile and enjoyable.”

"I have enjoyed my first term of Sixth Form life and | am glad | stayed here for the Sixth Form. It has been
hard work but | have found it interesting.”



Comments from students new to the School

"The step up from GCSE to A level is huge. | feel that | have coped with this step reasonably well. The
work is challenging, but in the long run is going to be worth it, as | feel that | will obtain good A level grades
at the John Hampden Grammar School. | feel that | have settled in well to the Sixth Form and am actually
enjoying the experience. | feel that | have made the right choice in coming to the Sixth Form at the John
Hampden Grammar School and hope to get the most out of it.”

"John Hampden was a new experience for me, not a bad one, but difficult to become accustomed to. |
chose John Hampden Grammar School over many other schools in the area to get the extra “push” that |
required to get the good grades at my A level subjects. The courses are challenging, yet exciting, and
invoke new ideas and trains of thought for me to follow over the two year period, after which | am to
continue my higher education at a university. | feel that John Hampden Grammar School was, and has been,
the best choice | have ever made for myself over the past two or three years. | needed a change and I've
got it!”

"I have found my ‘A’ levels challenging and interesting and | feel | have settled in well within the Sixth Form.
| enjoy the fact that | am studying the subjects which | enjoy.”

Why John Hampden?

AA level results are very high with a significant proportion of
students achieving A and B grades, and progress is
outstanding i Ofsted

We believe that, at John Hampden, we offer a first class opportunity for young men to continue their
development, both academic and personal. Our aim is to offer the circumstances and environment in which
each student can achieve the maximum of which he is capable. We will give full support to students both in
terms of praise and practical assistance with work patterns and methods to help them improve. For some
this may be a clean sweep of A grades at A level; for others it may be passes. Our concern is equally great
for both of them and, indeed, for all our students.

A Et hldighly supportive, yet rigorous and purposeful
learning environment which promotes high standards; very
good relationships amongst boys and between teachers and

b oy 50fsted

The academic benefits are obvious. First and foremost, the School has a proven record of success at A
level. Secondly, the staff are highly qualified, experienced and committed to your success; studies are
centred on one site and you are not asked to move from place to place. In social terms, as John Hampden
Grammar School is a friendly and welcoming environment, what could be an uncomfortable adjustment
period is avoided. The curriculum also includes a selection of associated subjects, which develop other
gualities and interests. In addition, there are opportunities for taking responsibility, which is the start of the
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process of learning managerial skills. In the choice of universities and careers after A level, the School can
offer considerable support and guidance.

ATheSixth Formaccommodation is of a very high standard
and piovides a good balance of teaching spaces, private study
and social facilities, most effectively supporting 8veth Form
curriculum and boysoiQfsted gr ess

Entry Requirements

It is a considerable step up from GCSE to A level and the course the school offers is aimed towards entry to
university; it consists of 4 subjects at AS level. This is unquestionably a demanding course at a higher level
than that to which students have been used. We feel therefore that it is important that, like all other
grammar schools, we set realistic entry requirements to our Sixth Form courses to ensure that students only
take subjects to which they are suited. Our admission number is 25 students above our current Year 11 intake
figure.

PLEASE NOTE THAT ENTRY TO THE UPPER SIXTH IS NOT GUARANTEED. It is dependent upon
successful completion of AS levels (at least an E grade in the 3 subjects wishing to be continued at A2 level,
and for any subject studied at Wycombe High School, the minimum entry criteria into the 2™ year of A level
is that a D grade is attained at AS level) and meeting the requirements of a minimum of 90% attendance
and punctuality. In practice students who wish to perform well at A2 must have achieved a C grade at AS.
Conduct and effort over the lower sixth year will also be taken into account.

Our entry requirements are as follows - all of these requirements must be met:

General Academic Qualifications

U A minimum of 7 GCSE full course passes at a C grade or higher

U An average GCSE score of 43 or above (see points table below), based on the best 8 (full course)
passes

U0 A minimum C grade in English and Mathematics

A* A B C D E F G

58 52 46 40 34 28 22 16
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Subject Specific Criteria (as for 2012 entry)

Subject

Criteria

Art

B at GCSE

Biology

B at GCSE or minimum BB Additional Science (including B in
Biology component)

Business Studies

B if studied at GCSE. No requirement to have studied at GCSE

Chemistry B at GCSE or minimum BB Additional Science (including B in
Chemistry component; B in GCSE Maths strongly advised)
Computing B in Maths GCSE

D&T Resistant Materials

B in D&T Industrial Production GCSE

D&T Graphics

B in Design GCSE

D&T Electronics

B in Design GCSE

Drama (Wycombe High School)

B’s in English Literature and English GCSE

Economics

No special qualifications above general criteria

English Literature

B in English Literature GCSE

French B in French GCSE (A*/A strongly advised)

Further Maths A/A* in Maths GCSE

Geography B in Geography GCSE

German B in German GCSE (A*/A strongly advised)

History B in History GCSE

Maths A/A* in Maths GCSE

Music B in GCSE Music and good grade 5 music pass in performance

Music Technology

B in GCSE Music

Physical Education

B in GCSE PE or B in GCSE Biology or BB in Additional Science. In
addition we would expect students to have, at a minimum,
represented the School in a sport or have a strong coaching
background with NGB qualifications

Physics B in GCSE Physics or BB in Additional Science (including B in
Physics component) and B in Maths

Politics B in English or History GCSE. No requirement to have studied at
GCSE

Psychology B in English. No requirement to have studied at GCSE

RS: Philosophy and Ethics

B in English. Must have studied Full or Short-Course GCSE RS

Spanish (Wycombe High School)

B in Spanish GCSE

Work Requirements

Sixth Formers will study four subjects to AS and 3 or 4 to A Level, plus an enrichment subject and/or
activity such as Young Enterprise, Critical Thinking AS or Extended Project. This is the norm that universities
and employers expect. A level subjects are studied for eight periods in school time and each needs a
further four hours of study at home as noted below.

Though it is important to maintain constructive outside interests, academic work should come first. It is
generally accepted that an A Level student needs to spend 4 hours per subject on study at home every
week, this means that a student will need to study for at least 16 hours at home each week. If part-time
jobs are undertaken, they must not be allowed to erode this time. Short-term profit may lead to long-term

loss.
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Choosing A/AS Levels

We would like your choice of subjects by 12" December 2011. The choice of A/AS levels is not easy. For
certain careers or degrees some subjects are essential. A list of some such reguirements follows, but
students are strongly advised to refer to the various books available in most schools’ careers libraries;
particularly relevant are: - Decisions at 15/16+, Decisions at 17/18+, The Job Book, Jobs and Careers after A
Levels, Which Subject? Which Career? Getting into University and College, New signposts for Sixth Formers,
Your Choice of A Levels, Go for it], Occupations and UCAS University and College Entrance. www.ucas.com
will provide detailed information on courses by university.

A/AS levels are a significant step up in academic work, and in choosing them students must be sure that
they have a genuine interest in the subjects they choose and that they have the ability (both realised and
potential) to cope with the work demands of the course. Year 11 students should, therefore, discuss their
ideas and possible choices with teachers and parents, and reach a decision based on sensible consideration.

The successful A level student has to maintain and improve on his peak Year 11 performance. Now that he
has narrowed his subjects by his own choice, he is expected to be self-motivated and to find a genuine
interest in pursuing his studies beyond the confines of his subject specifications. He will read widely and will
find the pleasure in personal scholarship; universities certainly look for this in candidates. He will always have
something to do, even if he has completed all work set by teaching staff. It follows that he must plan and
organise his life efficiently from the moment the course begins.

If you are considering applying to Oxford, Cambridge or for Medicine, Dentistry or Veterinary Science you
are strongly recommended to speak to one of the senior staff regarding your A level choices. It should also
be noted that to apply for any of these places/subjects, the expectation is that your GCSE results will
predominantly feature A*/A grades.

Form Tutoring

As a student starts his Sixth Form studies, he is put in a form with a tutor. Form Tutors offer a first point of
contact for any problems that students have. They also co-ordinate the periodic grade assessment of pupils
in their forms and write any references on the student. The Form Tutor has a pivotal role in supporting the
student through his two years of Sixth Form life.

NnBoys are very effectively supp
cul tural diesed opment . o

Induction into the Sixth Form

Students moving into the Sixth Form are making a positive choice about their future. In this sense, all
students coming to embark on Sixth Form studies are making a new start to a new phase of their lives. Not
only will students find that the style of their studies change, but also they will have the use of our new,
purpose built Sixth Form accommodation.
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These arrangements are in two parts:

Firstly, we organise a special day on which students will meet their form tutor and all their teaching staff.
During this day, details of the expectations we have of Sixth Form students and of the way students can
organise their studies so that they can meet these expectations are discussed. Students will also be made
familiar with the Sixth Form areas.

Secondly, students will have made available to them a Sixth Form tie (available only from the School itself)
which will distinguish them as a member of the Sixth Form. In addition, students will get student handbook
which contains information about the procedures and administration in the Sixth Form. To cover the cost of
these items and also to make a contribution to a fund to maintain and improve the facilities of the Sixth
Form area, we ask for a subscription of £15 as students join the Sixth Form.

Personal and Social Development

The Sixth Form runs a Personal and Social Development programme designed to add breadth to the
students’ learning experience. The programme starts with a section about A level study skills, and then each
class follows programmes of instruction on a number of different areas for example Driving, Personal
Finance, Careers, Drug Awareness, First Aid, Law in Society and Beliefs & Theology. Specialists are brought
in from agencies outside the School to cover sections of this course.

A range of visiting speakers talk to the Sixth Form (many giving examples of opportunities for those taking
a year out before university entry). An annual careers and Higher Education Fair is organised with
Wycombe High School.

Each student also is given presentations by an external careers consultant, and has the opportunity to have
a one to one interview to assist with specific guidance on his own career path. In the summer term Lower
Sixth students will spend a day on university entrance and UCAS forms.

fthe excellent range of eéohment activies extend and
develop students; interests and skills, and support their
outstanding personal developmerit Ofsted

Opportunities in the Sixth Form

The Sixth Form offers its students a very wide range of experiences and opportunities designed to help
equip them for life at university and the world of work as well as being enjoyable and rewarding. These
opportunities range through voluntary work, Young Enterprise, sports, drama, Wilderness Expeditions,
Millennium Volunteers, involvement with younger pupils, being a prefect and so on.

14



The Sixth Form Curriculum

A Levels

In recent years there have been a number of changes in the A level system. The current system started in
September 2008 and they follow the specifications (syllabus) issued by the exam boards. The objective of
the changes is to increase the breadth of study for ‘post 16" students. The new A level system has
compressed the number of examinations taken and provide more stretching questions for the most able.

At John Hampden Grammar School, we can see great benefits from the broadened curriculum. Students
starting these new A levels will have greater flexibility and the opportunity to opt for greater breadth in the
range of subjects that they choose.

A levels now take a common form: the first half of the qualification is the AS which is made up of 2 units.
(This is set to a standard appropriate for students ‘1 year post GCSE’.) The second half of the qualification is
the A2 which is made up of a further 2 units. The AS and A2 qualification will make up the A level.

Lower Sixth Upper Sixth .
AS + A2 _ Fmalzward
(U1 +U2) (U3 + u4)

At this School, all students will complete the AS units in the Lower Sixth Form. A unit may be re-taken in
the Upper Sixth.

Students will be asked to select 4 subjects: 1 only from each option block. Students will then study
these 4 subjects to AS level in the Lower Sixth Form. During the course of that year they may decide
to continue all 4 subjects into the Upper Sixth Form, indeed many will do so, or they may wish to
accept an AS level award in one subject and concentrate on the remaining 3 for the full A level.
Students will also take an additional enrichment option such as the Extended Project Qualification
(EPQ), Critical Thinking, Sports Leader Award or Young Enterprise in the Sixth Form.

We are confident that this arrangement offers the student a suitable range of options. The option blocks
are arranged through a poll of student demand. Universities have stated that their offer to students will still

[ et et entN enti entN ant
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